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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Revision to Civil Rule 68
Dear Justice Yu,

The Superior Court Judges’ Association’s (SCJA) Civil Law and Rules Committee reviewed
the proposed changes to Civil Rule (CR) 68. The proposed rule change seeks to clarify that
CR 68 does not apply to actions under the Public Records Act (PRA), RCW 42.56, and
rejects the interpretation set forth in Rufin v. Seattle, 199 Wn. App. 348, 361-62 (2017).

The SCJA is concerned that the proposed revision may conflict with controlling authority
since review was denied in Rufin’ and the Supreme Court case it relied on in deeming the
civil rules applicable to PRA cases remains good law. See, Spokane Research & Def. Fund v.
City of Spokane, 155 Wn.2d 89, 105 (2005).2

The SCJA is also concerned that the proposed change will: (1) undermine a central purpose
of CR 68 to promote judicial economy by encouraging settlements; (2) invite efforts to
exempt other case types from the rule; and (3) eliminate an important tool for responding to
litigious PRA petitioners.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

?"{):u{’;f“j_‘

Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC

'See, 189 Wn.2d 1034 (2018)
2See also, City of Lakewood v. Koenig, 160 Wn. App. 833, 889 (2011); Sakkarapope v.
Ste Bd. Of Regents, WSU, 129 Wn. App. 1017 (2005) [unpublished].



From: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK

To: Tracy, Mary

Subject: FW: Court Rule Public Comment Letters
Date: Thursday, April 10, 2025 2:08:55 PM
Attachments: CR 12 SCJA Public Comment.pdf

CR 68 SCJA Public Comment.pdf

Family Law Defense Standards SCJA Public Comment.pdf
CrR 3.2 SCJA Public Comment.pdf

CrR 4.1 CrRUJ4.1 CrRLI 3.2.1 SCIJA Public Comment.pdf
CrR 8.3 SCJA Public Comment.pdf

GR 24 SCJA Public Comment.pdf

GR 27 SCJA Public Comment.pdf

RPC 6.1 SCJA Public Comment.pdf

From: Valdez, Andrea <Andrea.Valdez@courts.wa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2025 11:48 AM

To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV>

Cc: Kristin Ferrera <Kristin.Ferrera@CO.CHELAN.WA.US>; Lee Muller, Allison
<Allison.LeeMuller@courts.wa.gov>; Ireland, Shelley <Shelley.Ireland@courts.wa.gov>; Green, Heidi
<Heidi.Green@courts.wa.gov>

Subject: Court Rule Public Comment Letters

Good morning,

Please see the attached comment letters on behalf of the Superior Court Judges’ Association. The
proposed rules we are commenting on at this time are:

e CR12

e CR68

e CrR 3.1/CrRLJ 3.1/JuCR 9.2 (family defense cases)
e CrR3.2

e CrR 4.1/CrRLJ 4.1/CrRLJ 3.2

e CrR 8.3

e GR24

e GR27

e RPCO6.1

Thank you,

Andrea Valdez, MPA (she/her/hers)
Senior Policy Analyst

Superior Court Judges’ Association
Administrative Office of the Courts

Andrea.valdez(@courts.wa.gov
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Changes to CR 12
Dear Justice Yu:

The Superior Court Judges’ Association’s (SCJA) Civil Law and Rules Committee, Equality
and Fairness Committee, and Family and Juvenile Law Committee reviewed the proposed
changes to Civil Rule (CR) 12. This proposed rule change would allow more time for
individuals held in jails, detention facilities, prisons, to respond when served in a civil or
family law matter. As a matter of general fairness, the SCJA supports providing individuals
in these circumstances with the time necessary to participate in legal proceedings.

However, the SCJA has concerns about the unintended consequences such an extension in
response times might pose. The proposed rule amendment may conflict with existing laws
pertaining to return-of-service for certain case types, such as residential landlord-tenant
cases. For this reason, the SCJA suggests amending the proposed rule change to read as
follows:

CR 12 (a)(4)
“Within 60 days after the service of the summons upon the defendant if the summons is

served in a jail, detention facility, or prison facility pursuant to rule 4, unless a different
time for response, appearance, or answer is specifically stated in statute.”

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,
F(imf:f‘L‘
Kristin Ferrera, President

Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Revision to Civil Rule 68
Dear Justice Yu,

The Superior Court Judges’ Association’s (SCJA) Civil Law and Rules Committee reviewed
the proposed changes to Civil Rule (CR) 68. The proposed rule change seeks to clarify that
CR 68 does not apply to actions under the Public Records Act (PRA), RCW 42.56, and
rejects the interpretation set forth in Rufin v. Seattle, 199 Wn. App. 348, 361-62 (2017).

The SCJA is concerned that the proposed revision may conflict with controlling authority
since review was denied in Rufin’ and the Supreme Court case it relied on in deeming the
civil rules applicable to PRA cases remains good law. See, Spokane Research & Def. Fund v.
City of Spokane, 155 Wn.2d 89, 105 (2005).2

The SCJA is also concerned that the proposed change will: (1) undermine a central purpose
of CR 68 to promote judicial economy by encouraging settlements; (2) invite efforts to
exempt other case types from the rule; and (3) eliminate an important tool for responding to
litigious PRA petitioners.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

?"{):u{’;f“j_‘

Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC

'See, 189 Wn.2d 1034 (2018)
2See also, City of Lakewood v. Koenig, 160 Wn. App. 833, 889 (2011); Sakkarapope v.
Ste Bd. Of Regents, WSU, 129 Wn. App. 1017 (2005) [unpublished].
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Revisions to CrR3.1, CrRLJ3.1, and JuCR9.2
Dear Justice Yu,

The Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) Equality and Fairness Committee and
Family and Juvenile Law Committee reviewed the proposed rule changes to CrR3.1,
CrRL3.1, and JuCR9.2. These changes would modify the Standards for Indigent Defense and
require:
1) Family defense funding agencies to provide one social worker for every one full-time
attorney representing parents in family defense proceedings by July 3, 2028.
2) Proficiency determinations and experienced attorney consultation for attorneys
lacking necessary skills.
3) Caseload maximum of no more than 35 clients and no more than 40 total and active
cases, at any given time.

The SCJA strongly supports high-quality representation for indigent litigants and the general
spirit of the proposed rule changes. We also support appropriate caseloads for all public
attorneys, adequate attorney training, and increased mentorship of less-experienced attorneys.
We have concerns, however, that by decreasing the caseload maximum of family defense
attorneys to 40 active cases, the need for additional family defense attorneys will rise
significantly. Given the current public attorney shortage in Washington, we fear that lowering
the caseload maximums will exacerbate the shortage.

We recognize that requiring family defense funding agencies to provide a social worker for
every family defense attorney may help reduce the need for defense attorney services. The
SCJA is concerned, however, that the changes will require a significant commitment of state
and local resources far greater than what is currently available. Without careful consideration
of the funding and implementation challenges that are posed, the aspirations of this proposal
may never be met, and could result in family and juvenile courts with less attorney
representation. More families will be left without adequate representation, case processing
delays will ensue, and time to disposition will increase, prolonging the uncertainty and stress
suffered by families involved in dependency cases.





Honorable Mary 1. Yu
April 10, 2025
Page 2

Without adequate funding, the state therefore risks failure in meeting the aspirations detailed in the
proposed rule.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

Ko/ —

Judge Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

CC: Allison Lee Muller
SCJA Board of Trustees
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Changes to CrR 3.2
Dear Justice Yu,

The Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) Criminal Law and Rules Committee and
Equality and Fairness Committee reviewed the proposed changes to Criminal Rule (CrR) 3.2.
These proposed changes would strike the existing language in Section (a)(2)(b), and similar
language in (a)(2)(d) allowing the court to impose pretrial condition(s) of release when the
accused person seeks to intimidate a witness or interfere with the administration of justice. It
then adds a narrower amendment allowing the court to consider witness intimidation or
threats to victims and court employees, or evidence tampering. After much discussion within
the SCJA, and appreciation for the underlying rationale of the proposed changes, we must
respectfully request the Supreme Court reject this proposal.

The SCJA generally supports addressing the scope of the “administration of justice”
provisions in the current rule, and we believe stronger definitions that maintain the court’s
discretion while providing guidance on the rules’ intent would be beneficial. Consistent with
Washington law and its court rules, the best practice is to ensure the fewest number of people
are detained pretrial, with the fewest possible conditions, and without jeopardizing public
safety. The SCJA has long served as a partner in pretrial reform efforts, including co-
sponsoring Washington’s Pretrial Reform Task Force several years ago.

The SCJA does not find, however, that the changes offered to CrR 3.2 are appropriately
narrowed. This proposal would limit the court’s discretion to address other critical factors,
such as new nonviolent charges while out on pretrial release, and violations of a no contact
order or other court order without a direct attempt to intimidate or threaten. The amendment
carries a potential risk to victims in sexual assault and domestic violence cases, especially
those with no contact orders that are unrelated to the specific offense for which the accused is
being held.
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Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

Judge Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

CC: Allison Lee Muller
SCJA Board of Trustees
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Revisions to CrR/CrRLJ 4.1 and CrRLJ 3.2.1
Dear Justice Yu,

The Criminal Rules committees of the Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) reviewed
the proposed rule revisions of CrR 4.1 CrR/CrRLJ 4.1 and CrRLJ 3.2.1. These rule changes
would require in-custody arraignments to be held within three days from the information
filing date. The three-day time to arraignment requirement would also apply to defendants
subject to conditions of release. The current rules specify that in-custody arraignments must
be held within 14 days from filing.

The SCJA is concerned that three calendar days would cause an undue burden for the courts.
There are considerations that would make three calendar days impractical, such as holidays
and the time it takes to appropriately assign counsel to defendants. Alternatively, the SCJA
proposes that in-custody arraignments should be held within five court days from filing. This
would significantly reduce the timeline for current in-custody arraignments, while also giving
courts enough time to meet their obligations to defendants.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

?é:ﬁf“j_‘

Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Changes to CrR 8.3

Dear Justice Yu:

The Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) Criminal Law and Rules Committee and
Equality and Fairness Committee reviewed the proposed changes to Criminal Rule (CrR) 8.3.
These proposed changes would broaden the discretion judges have to dismiss criminal
prosecutions by adding three new factors to consider. These factors include: the seriousness
of the offense; impact of a dismissal on the safety or welfare of the community and the
defendant; and the impact of the dismissal on public confidence in the courts. After careful
review, the SCJA must respectfully request the Supreme Court reject this proposal.

While the SCJA appreciates opportunities for broader judicial discretion, discretion given
without strong guidelines can lead to decisions that are driven by unconscious biases and
increase disparity in court outcomes across the state. We are also concerned that the changes
proposed to the rule are ambiguous enough that its application would result in increased
litigation, court time, and costs as courts attempt to sort through the factors.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

?{:~~€:”‘L_

Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Dear Justice Yu:

Re: Proposed Changes to GR 24

The Superior Court Judges’ Association’s (SCJA) Family and Juvenile Law Committee
reviewed the proposed changes to General Rule (GR) 24. This proposed rule change would
conform GR 24 to RCW 7.105 to expand the pool of individuals that may provide assistance
to those seeking civil protection orders.

In Section (b)(6) of the proposed rule change, the language “when no fee is charged to do so”
has been stricken, along with the references to RCW chapters 10.14 and 26.50. While the
SCJA takes no position on the update to the statute references, we have a concern about the
proposed amendment’s elimination of the language pertaining to fees. Removing this
language from the rule may encourage a proliferation of poor and unregulated legal practices
by unscrupulous actors, and result in individuals paying for services they do not need, are
available for free, or provided elsewhere at a discount. Those most likely to be adversely
impacted are those individuals with limited English proficiency or of limited means. While
sometimes courthouse facilitators charge fees for their assistance, they do not practice law or
give legal advice, and GR 24 Section (b)(2) and RCW 7.105 makes this clarification plain.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

f-,{/:_gff__

Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Changes to GR 27
Dear Justice Yu:

The Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) Equality and Fairness Committee and
Family and Juvenile Law Committee reviewed the proposed changes to General Rule (GR)
27. These proposed changes update the references to relevant statutes throughout GR 27,
update terminology, and incorporate new accessibility provisions.

The SCJA supports this rule change. The proposed language brings needed modernization to
the rule. Most importantly, new Section (g) provides that courthouse facilitators will make
available reasonable accommodations, including interpreter services, to individuals that are
Deaf or hard of hearing, have other disabilities, or for whom English is not their primary
language. This rule change will ensure access to courthouse facilitator services for all
members of the community.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

o+

Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC
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Superior Court Judges’
Association

April 10, 2025

Honorable Mary 1. Yu, Chair
Supreme Court Rules Committee
c/o Clerk of the Supreme Court
Temple of Justice

P.O. Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Dear Justice Yu:

Re: Proposed Changes to RPC 6.1

The Superior Court Judges’ Association’s (SCJA) Civil Law and Rules Committee, Criminal
Law and Rules Committee, Equality and Fairness Committee, and Family and Juvenile Law
Committee reviewed the proposed changes to Rule of Professional Conduct (RPC) 6.1.

This proposed rule change will broaden the definition of pro bono publico service to
encompass a lawyer’s provision of court-appointed representation to those individuals
entitled to an attorney at public expense. This simple change will provide additional
encouragement to private attorneys to provide more public defense services. While the SCJA
agrees with the proponents of the proposed rule change that these amendments will not have
any significant impact on Washington’s current public defense concerns, every small gesture
helps. The SCJA supports the proposed changes to RPC 6.1.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

¢<}’f~_€§fL_

Kristin Ferrera, President
Superior Court Judges’ Association

cc: SCJA Board of Trustees
Allison Lee Muller, AOC
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